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Teacher finishes on a high note
"Legendary" music director is retiring after 31 years 
at South High School. by Nancy Kelsey, Star Tribune Staff Writer

Dennis Malmberg shows his 
wind ensemble students how to dance 
during a performance.  With a one-two 
step forward and a slow-waving hand, 
he dazzles the class.  

Amid the applause and laughter, 
the trombone players give it a try be-
tween turns and decide to do it at their 
next performance. 

Malmberg is the man behind the 
South High School music department, 
the laid back, white haired guy who 
conducts concerts on his own time and 
marches the band on to big-win com-
petitions.  He's the reason that South 
is a destination school for many of the 

city's young musicians. 
"He decided he was going to 

build a really good music program," 
said longtime school board member 
Judy Farmer.  She was impressed 
from the start when he began recruit-
ing students for the South program.  
"Denny built it stronger and involved 
a lot more kids."

Now, 31 years later, Malmberg is 
retiring.  He thinks it's time to travel a 
bit.  He has plans to eventually move 
to New Orleans.  Its jazzy roots will 
keep him tied to his musical passion. 

There are 92 other teachers 
retiring from Minneapolis Public 
Schools this year.  Malmberg is one 
of the "legendary teachers" on the 
list, Farmer said.  He is legendary in 
her eyes because of his dedication to 
students and his effect on the South 
music program. 

Many students are going to miss 
their witty teacher. 

Senior trombone player Stepha-
nie Kobbe is among the thousands of 
students he has taught about "just be-
ing a good person and having fun with 
what you're doing."

Senior Alison Ritten has been 
his student for two years. "He's really 
intimidating at first, but he's just a big 
softie," the senior said.  "He's taught 
alot of kids. It's just too bad that more 
Teacher continued on page 2 

Remembering South, 
the Finnbergs
         by Jane Koons, Foundation Member

Faith Finnberg reflected on her 
time at South recalling her first days 
in September of 1926:  "I challenge 
you to find a wider-eyed, hungrier, 
more excited freshman than I.  Here I 
was, in this holy place where my aunts 
had graduated with honors and I was 
ready for anything."  Faith Finnberg 
was indeed ready for anything.  She 
earned a Ph.D. in Romance Languages 
and became a full professor of Eng-
lish Literature and Composition at the 
University of Minnesota.  

Her role models were her two 
aunts—Lillian Finnberg Johnson and 
Estelle Finnberg—both of whom were 
dedicated educators and parent figures 
who helped raise Faith after the death 
of her parents.  Her Aunt Lillian, class 
of 1905, was an elementary teacher at 
the Motley Schools near the East Bank.       
Finnberg continued on page 5   

Homecoming
South vs Southwest
September 24, 2004

Game time: 3:30 

Dennis Malmberg  ran the wind ensemble 
through one final rehearsal Friday before the 
school's final concert of the year. 

 Welcome 
Alumni 



  

Breakfast draws a 
crowd of over 1,000
                   by Warren Schluck '52

This year's breakfast surpassed 
all expectations, as far as the number 
of people attending, food donations,  
raffle prizes, and volunteers, making 
it a great success.  Over 1,000 people 
attended, including a large group 
from the class of 1964, who had their 
reunion the evening before.  Each year 
the support grows and it is refreshing 
to see the increase and the good time 
everyone has at the breakfast.  

The "Tiger Spirit Tent" sold 
sweatshirts, golf shirts, hats, denim 
shirts and stuffed Tigers.  The Ath-
letic Department displayed and sold 
some of the many trophies that have 
been in storage.  The ceramic classes 
had pottery for sale and the Cross 

Country Booster Club offered Tiger 
Bottled Water.  The door prize list 
this year was outstanding (contribu-
tors are listed below left).  The grand 
prize patio set donated by Foundation 
member, Jane Koons, once again drew 
an increase in raffle ticket sales.

Thanks to many donations the 
breakfast brought a profit of almost 
$8,000 to South High School.  Randy 
Mann of McGarvey Coffee furnished 
the syrup and pancake mix.  Bob Bro-
man, through C.J. Duffey and Falk 
Paper Co. donated the paper products.  
Terry Hall of Gopher Sales paid for 
the sausages and orange juice, and 
another alumnus sent a check to cover 
the cost of the janitor.  So the initial 
cost of the pancade breakfast came to 
around $1,000.

Remember to mark your calen-
dars for the last Sunday in April, 2005. 
See you next year! 

2004 Wall of Honor 
members awarded

South High School's "Wall of 
Honor" inducted eight new members 
at the spring luncheon on April 7, 
2004.  The new inductees' plaques will 
be installed on the wall that surrounds 
the school auditorium next to the 2003 
members. If you have the opportunity, 
stop by South to see the plaques.  A 
brief history of each member is avail-
able in the media center for students, 
staff and alumni to view.

Nomination forms are avail-
able for any potential candidates by 
calling the South High Foundation at 
612-668-4344 or  Warren Schluck at 
763-689-9418. 

2004 Members: 
Rick Alm '57  Athletics/Teacher/Coach
Jim Bloom '48  Athletics/Business/S.H. Fdtn.
John George '44  Athletics/Mpls. Fire Dept./
Active in Community
Gene Flick '37 *  Athletics/Business/Pillsbury 
House
Cully Dahlstrom '30 *Athletics/U.S. Hockey 
Hall of Fame
Marlys Schluck '53  Athletics/S. H. Fdtn.
Warren Schluck '52  South High Foundation
Rollie Ring '38  Athletics/Education/Principal
                      *indicates deceased

Acme Comedy Co. 
Airport Hilton Hotel
Bill St. Mane's Sporting     
   Goods
C.J. Duffy Paper Co. 
Caribou Coffee
Crestmark International
Davanni's
Falk Paper Co.
General Mills
Vonda Dauphinais Gluck
Grand Casino-Mille Lacs
Grandma's Saloon &  
   Grill
Great American History     
    Theatre
Guthrie Theater
Hiawatha Golf Course
Hi-Lake True Value
Illusion Theatre
Ingebretsen's

Larson Studio
Magpie Coffee Shop
Matt's Bar & Grill
Medina Center
McDonald's Liquor
Mn. Historical Soc.
Minnesota Twins
Minnesota Zoo
Mixed Blood Theatre
Mug & Brush
Nokomis Shoe Shop
Old Log Theater
Plymouth Playhouse
Poodle Club
Scandia Bakery
Science Museum  
Soderberg Florist
Theatre de la Jeune     
    Lune
Theatre in the Round

A big THANK YOU to all 
pancake breakfast prize 
contributors: 

  They also fooled around occasion-
ally.  His funniest memory is of the time 
he and the other band chaperones woke up 
in a New Orleans hotel room to find the 
door duct taped shut. 

Of all his memories, there is one 
Malmberg holds closest to his heart.  
About seven years ago, he underwent 
quintuple-bypass surgery.  "Those kids 
sent me this huge card and flowers," he 
said.  "There were six churches that these 
kids belong to that were praying for me."  

He recovered because of their sup-
port and that of his wife, Joy, he said.  He 
went back to teaching music only weeks 
later. 

It's where he's always wanted to be.  
As a student at the University of Minne-
sota, Malmberg was introduced to the idea 
of teaching music.  He's been hooked ever 
since. 

"I feel fortunate to have had the op-
portunity to teach at South High in music, 
and I am very, very proud to be a teacher.  
I can't think of a worthier profession," he 
said. 

   Teacher continued from page 1                
kids won't get to know him."

She and other South alumni can 
still work with him after his retirement, 
though.  Malmberg will direct an alumni 
band in his free time.  In its preliminary 
stages the band has already interested 50 
people.  It's his way of staying connected 
to the profession he loves, he said.

"It's not like I am going to disap-
pear.  I will be around," he said. 

On Friday friends and fans of 
Malmberg gathered for a dedication con-
cert at the school.  Malmberg was sure the 
tears would flow—his own included: "It's 
gone by so fast.  I love it here."

Fellow band director Scott Carter 
has heard firsthand the kind of music 
Malmberg has been able to get from his 
students.  Carter student-taught for him 
and is now his right-hand man.  He directs 
the concert band and jazz ensemble; 
Malmberg directs the wind ensemble, 
string orchestra, pop singers, beginner 
band and piano.

He challenges them and doesn't let 
them settle," Carter said.  "He gives them 
music that will encourage them to work 
hard and strive for success."

Said Malmberg, "They always 
worked so hard for me."

Copyright 2004 Star Tribune.  Reprinted with 
permission of the Star Tribune.  No further 
republication or redistribution permitted 
without written consent of the Star Tribune. 
Originally published on May 22, 2004.



A great day for a golf tournament
                                                              

The tournament at Burl Oaks 
Golf Club on June 28 was a tremen-
dous success.  The committee is 
excited and already looking forward to 
next year.  Over $10,500.00 was raised 
for the Foundation.  If you missed this 
year's event be sure to reserve June 27, 
2005 for the 10th annual golf tourna-
ment.  We have tentatively reserved 
Burl Oaks G. C. again for next year.  
The manager has indicated that the 
dining room will be enlarged to handle 
20 to 30 more participants.  

We would like to especially 
thank Gary Mueller of Warner Mfg. 
for the handy contractor tool, and 
Loyd Schanke, of Future Brands, for 

the golf cap and T-shirt for each golfer.  
We would also like to give a big thank 
you to the Gold and Silver hole spon-
sors and all the prize contributors (list 
at left).

Finally, we would like to thank 
all the volunteers who worked dili-
gently throughout the day to make it 
the success that it was: Bob Arneson, 
Jayne and Laurie Balzer, Carol Collo-
ton, George Dahl, Evelyn Daly, Marles 
Fredbo, Charlene Johnson, Barb Ken-
nedy, Marlys and Warren Schluck, and 
Marceil Shaughnessy.   

If you would like registration 
material for next year, call Jim Bloom 
952-941-3778.

  Winners:
  1st Place—Charlie Baker, Chuck Baker, Dave Carlson, Tim Doble
  2nd Place—Craig Canham, Jim Herberg, Norm Peterson, Don Swanson
  3rd Place—Bruce Ludvigson, Wayne Osell, Robert Ramerth, Loyd Schanke
  4th Place—Jeremy Jensen, Terry Nelson, Erick Nelson, Mark Sanders
  5th Place—Steve Smith, Mike Svendahl, David Svendahl, Gary Svendahl

Gold Hole Sponsors—
South High School, Mark Sanders   Athens Financial Group, Chris Angelos
Range Systems, Chuck Baker   The Low Vision Store, Terry Nelson
Roger Williams
Silver Hole Sponsors—
Automate Associate, Inc, Roger Brown  Elite Sales & Marketing, Loyd Schanke
Future Brands LLC., Loyd Schanke  Hennepin Lake Liquor,  Phil Colich
Heritage Dental, Dr. Richard Pihlstrom  Hexagon Bar, Bob Hupp
OMNI TEC Inc., Ray Krieg   Punch & Associates, Howard Punch
Charles Blomquist    Richard "Woody" Erickson
Jim Libby     John Trulen 
ZAKAS

Finnberg continued from page 1     
and Aunt Estelle, class of 1908, spent 
her educational career as a beloved 
first grade teacher at Seward School.

Even though Dr. Finnberg trav-
elled the world, she never forgot the 
education she and her aunts received 
at South High.  In memory of her 
aunts and their commitment to edu-
cation, Faith Finnberg included the 
South High Foundation in her estate.  
The Foundation has recently received 
this bequest.  Her gift is for schol-
arships for graduating South High 
seniors who will major in education 
to become elementary and secondary Dr. Faith Finnberg '30

Prize contributors to golf 
tournament
 
Linda & Tony Paterson, Sally's
Dave Weber
Gary Mueller, Warner Mfg. Co.
Kathy Williams, Best Maid Cookie Co.
Don Abel, Burl Oaks Golf Club
Steve Skaar, Hiawatha Golf Course
Steve Walters, Francis Gross G. C.
Doris & Gary Arvidson, Scandia Bakery
Steve, Bunny's Bar & Grille
Marston Pearson, Pearson's Edina Restaurant
Don Swanson
Terry Weber, Teachers' Federal Credit Union
Bob McNamara, Mac's Sports Bar & Grill
Howard Rincon, Marriott Mpls. Southwest
Terrell Battle, Minnesota Timberwolves 
Bud Kuether, Kuether Distribution Co.
Gail Alexander, Epworth United Methodist
Judy Labonne, AAA Mpls. Travel
John Erickson, Gatorade Products
Judson M. Tharin, Toro Co.
Tom Rosen, Cedar Inn
Jeff Robinson, Minnesota Vikings
Renae Visser, Office Depot
Bob Brennan, Perkins Family Restaurant
Brian Daugherty, Grandma's Restaurant 
Loyd Schanke, Future Brands LLC.
Rick Hoffman, Grand Casino
Jim Anderson, AAA Awards
Louise Sundin, Mpls. Fed of Teachers 
Jim Bloom
Don Westling, Yards of Creativity
Sandy Pearson, Poodle Club
Rita Magnuson, Carbone's Pizzeria
Mike Svendahl, Ingebretsen's
Laurie Thulien, Proex Photo
Kara McGinnis, Lifetouch Inc. 
Ed Bakker, Crosstown Barber
Mark Sanders, South High School
Jane Koons, Homecrest Inc. 
Bob Hagen, Metro Sports
Dave Dreitzler, Theodore Wirth Golf Course
Hollis Cavner, 3M Senior Classic
Dave DeGennaro, YWCA

teachers.  As her gift grows, the Foun-
dation anticipates there will be six or 
more South High graduates at any time 
attending college and university with 
Finnberg scholarships. 

Remembering South in your giv-
ing and estate planning is a meaningful 
way of passing on your South High 
experiences to new generations of 
students.  Our Foundation scholarship 
programs are well-endowed now.  New 
gifts and legacies to South's programs 
insure that South will remain a leader 
in providing superior education to its 
diverse student body.  



Reunions

Memorials

Will Graham & Karen Lemke '90 
On their Marriage

Casey & Kyle MacClallum 
1998  & 2000 Graduates

Honorariums

Class of 1944 — September 10, 2004  
11:00 a.m. Luncheon at the Minnesota 
Valley Country Club.  Contact: Shirley 
Widseth at 952-975-3669.

Class of 1959 — October 23, 2004 at 
the Fort Snelling Officers Club.  Con-
tact Phil Saterbo 763-477-4726 or Lois 
Lindquist 952-938-6506

Class of 1965 — Can you believe it's 
been 40 years since the class of '65 
graduated? We're having a party and 
everyone's invited!  Please call or email 
Nancy Werness Nardone 763-717-4845 
nnardone7@msn.com or Joan Ander-
son Olson & Joey Olson 612-723-1915 
jmolson@eshelon.com Plans include:

     July 30, 2005 Dinner at Jax's             
July 31, 2005 Brunch and golf      
Please let us know if you will attend 
dinner, brunch or both events. We'd like 
to hear from you!  

Margaret Larson Ballentine '32
Diane Singleton Birkedal '62

Clara Hill Bosquez '49
Marlys Miskowic Bulander '64

Betty Ann Castle '45
Diane Bomine Clarke '63

Pauline Johnson Deboer '33
Clarice Fagen Garfin '39
Audrey Moen Halseth '49

Maurice Myhre '34
Martha Seigstad Schneider '25

 Edward Seland '41
Mary Madonna Rude Sletthaugh '42

Thelma Anderson Smith '37
Sandra Sosvosky '63

Marilyn Keating Vause '44 
Richard "Dick" J. Williams '51

Alms and Westbys, a 
hockey legacy

In a June 20, 2004 Star Tribune 
article by Patrick Reusse the Alm and 
Westby families are noted as "two of the 
most famous hockey families in this city's 
history."  

Gary, Larry, Rick, Tim, Mike and 
Tony made up the Alm family.  The West-
bys were Dick, Ann, Jim, Gerry, Barbara, 
Judy and David.  The brothers began play-
ing in the 1940s at "Westby's weedpatch", 
a vacant lot made into an ice rink next to 
the Westby home. They went on to build a 
reputation of great hockey at South High 
and then played for the Gophers.  The two 

Centurion Contributions

ALL ALUMNI LUNCHEON

Class of 1964
Terry Hall '63

William & Anne McLaughlin, Parents
Shakopee Mdewakantan Sioux Community to the Native American Program

Jeanne Tiegen '52
John Trulen '39

Harold & Diane Edridge Benson '50 '52
Gerald Bridgeman '56

Walter Burry '35
Roger Dow '52

Carol Fredman Erickson '59
Charles Gramling '68

Thomas & Kathy Green  Parents
George Hahn '38

Andrew Halverson '62
Earl Haugen '50

Dorothy Williams Hines '41
Elizabeth Hinz  Parent
Harvey Hulsenfeldt '58

Marjorie Church Huttner '47
Judith Natole Kasper '59

Donald LaMere '54
Maynard Maas '52

Gordon & Lorraine Madsen '43
Patrick & Deloris 

Iverson Malmsten '43 '45
June Bjerkness Mattox '39

Lennart & Verna Mae 
Anderson Nelson '43 '44

Harvey Peterson '46
Jack & Joyce Olson Provo '55

Harriet Reimann '36
Richard Sanford '48
Thomas Shian '60
Philip Taylor '69

Dorothy Tenney  Former Teacher
Paul Vasquez '65
Bruce Vatne '56

Muriel Anderson Wogsland '39

Special Giving

families earned a total of 17 Gopher letters 
together.  

Larry Alm, along with Herb Brooks 
were the last two cuts made at the 1960 
Olympics.  Jim Westby was a defenseman 
on the 1964 Olympic team. 

Gary Alm recalled the good old 
days, "We would start walking with 
the Westbys and pick up kids all the 
way—Norm Dahl, Dick Koob, the Benson 
boys."  They would walk to Riverside 
Park when they outgrew the "weedpatch."  
"It was 150 steps down to the ice rink." 
Jim Westby said.  "It was a hard climb 
after playing hockey for five, six hours on 
a Saturday, but it was worth it."  

Date: October 13, 2004
Time: 11:00 a.m. Social Hour 

Noon: Luncheon
Place: Knights of Columbus Hall 
1114 West 79 Street,  Bloomington 
(free parking in the adjacent lot)

  Our speaker at the next all alumni 
luncheon will be former principal and 
Foundation Chair George Dahl '42. 

The luncheon menu includes veal 
birds and dessert.  Please contact your 

steering committee member or send your 
checks directly to Bill McMoore no later 
than October 5.  Please indicate your 
graduation year and maiden name on your 
check for $12.00 made payable to the 

South High Foundation 
and send to:

Bill McMoore 
1613 Black Oaks Place
Plymouth, MN 55447 



 

SOUTH HIGH FOUNDATION
3131 19th Avenue South,  Minneapolis, MN 55407 

September 2004

TWENTY BUCKS FOR SOUTH
Our fall 2003 fund raising campaign was very successful.  We received over 800  
responses for which we are very grateful.  We heard from recent graduates, 
alumni who are starting families, parents, and friends of South High graduates.  
The newsletter with BUCKS FOR SOUTH was sent to our entire mailing list 
of 12,000.  Our goal this fall is to hear from all 12,000!  We need ALL OF YOU 
to
keep South strong. 

For the fourth year in a row, funding to Minneapolis Schools has been drastically 
reduced. The cuts for the new school year are $20,000,000.  Such reduced funding 
is now taking a great toll on the core of South High's wonderful offerings.  While 
we all must work to have our state leadership recommit to public education, we 
need your help now in keeping South High the best school it can be.  

Your TWENTY BUCKS (OR MORE!) will purchase school supplies.  This 
coming year there is only $12.00 available per South student for books, 
computers, science lab supplies, paper—everything!!!  Neighboring suburban 
schools have at least six times as much per student.  

Please fill out the form below and drop your contribution in the mail as soon 
as possible.  With your help, we can make the start of South's new school year 
much brighter.      

                                                                                  Your South High Foundation 
PLEASE TEAR OFF AND RETURN

NAME_______________________________________________YEAR_____ AMOUNT________

ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________________________

PHONE____________________________________E-MAIL______________________________________  
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  2004 Wallin Scholarship Recipients
Laine Adams
Oluwatosin Alabi
Maria Croy
Linnea Dahlin
Shadia El-Said
Jeffrey Erickson
Lindsey Gau

Najat Hamza
Annalee Hanson
Pang Her
Michael Jansen
Emily Kaiser
Emily Krouse-Gagne
Olivia Levins-Holden

Elisabeth Pipkorn
Joshua Stein
Chai Thao
Ashley Thurmond
Jaroslava Tkacova
Mai Nhia Vang
Zoua Vang
Ian Young

Michael Massey
Alicia Mengelkoch
Betsy Nelson
Danielle Nelson
Ho Ngoc Nguyen
Abdul Omari
Margeurite Pettus 

First Recipient of the Malmberg Scholarship  Micahla Cohen
Cornwell Scholarship Alethea Alden
Holman Scholars Krista Beier, Marcos Delgado, Traci Murphy, Benjamin Peterson 
and Anthony Wilson

Please contact Jane Petrich '64 612-822-2691 or e-mail: janepetrich@mn.rr.com  
for more information on mentoring scholarhip recipients.  Visit the new website: 
www.wallinscholars.org for more information on the Wallin Scholarship 
program.  

Addresss and e-mail 
updates requested

Please notify the South High 
Foundation of any name or address 
changes, so we can update our database.  
We are also including e-mail addresses.  
In the near future we hope to send news 
and special event notices to alumni via  
e-mail.  All information is confidential 
and only used for our mailings and class 
reunions.  

Calls may be made at any time to 
612-668-4344. Please be sure to spell 
any unusual names, addresses or cities.

Shakespeare's Macbeth 
will be performed by 
South High students

On October 13, 14 and 15 the 
South High Theatre group wll present 
Shakespeare's Macbeth.  October 13 is 
preview night.  For more information or to 
purchase tickets please contact the school 
office at 612-668-4300.

Alumni band starts with 50 musicians
The ALL ALUMNI BAND, under the direction of Dennis 

Malmberg,  will begin this fall with South High musicians from the 
1940s on through the 2000s.  

Please contact the South High Music Department if you are 
interested in joining: email south.music@mpls.k12.mn.us  or phone 
Scott Carter at 612-668-4342. 

The Friends of South High 
Foundation Newsletter
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Rosa Ramirez '92
Marlys Schluck '53

        Printing: Triangle Printing Co. 
           Circulation: 12,300

         Phone (612) 668-4344


